DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

her right to them. Sir John Conroy replied that, as
her confidential adviser, he could not recommend her
to give way on this point, and an Order in Council
had to be issued that the Royal Yacht should only
be saluted when the King or Queen was on board.

Every year she took the Princess with Conroy in
attendance on Royal progresses : they stayed at big
houses like Chatsworth or Burghley or Belvoir, and
visited neighbouring Boroughs where the Mayors
and Corporations gave them a civic welcome. These
progresses were admirable in themselves : they took
the Princess into the county towns and rural dis-
tricts of her future realm, but the Duchess's want of
tact, in her exploitation of Conroy, was consummate,
At Burghley Lord Exeter read an address of welcome
and Conroy handed him the Duchess's reply exactly
in the manner of a Prime Minister conveying the
gracious message of the Sovereign : at Oxford he
received the freedom of the city. Again, when the
Duke of Wellington asked audience of her in order
that he might personally explain the Regency Bill,
one of the provisions of which was that in case King
William died while Victoria was still a minor, she
should be regent, the Duchess replied through
Conroy that she was out of town and requested the
Duke to address all future communications to the
Controller of her Household.

When Princess Victoria was just seventeen, her
uncles on both sides of the family simultaneously
made the first definite moves with regard to her
marriage. Her Uncle William wanted her to marry
Prince Alexander, the younger son of the Prince of
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